Summary of an Introductory Meeting Between the China National Committee of
MAB and the US Biosphere Network, Beijing China 3 June, 2024.

Prepared by: Chris Groves, University Distinguished Professor of Hydrogeology,
Western Kentucky University and representing the US Biosphere Network and the
Mammoth Cave BR

25 June 2024

The purpose of this note is to summarize and provide background for a first introductory
meeting (Figure 1) between representatives of the China National Committee for the
UNESCO Man and the Biosphere (MAB) program, the US Biosphere Network, and the
Mammoth Cave Biosphere Region that was held at Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Beijing, China 3 June 2024.
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Figure 1. China/Us rrieeting for MAB at the Chinese Académy of Sciences 3 May 2024. |

The meeting and fine lunch that followed were hosted by Professor WANG Ding,
Secretary-General of the China National Committee for MAB. We would like to
especially thank Professor Wang for taking the time and effort for an overnight trip from
his research laboratory in Wuhan, in Hubei Province more than 1,000 km to the south.
The meeting was made possible by a series of introductions from Tom Gilbert and
Natarajan Ishwaran to Professors Wang and Han. We also appreciate our mutual friend
Sarah Gaines.



The meeting was attended by (Figure 1, I-r)
Representing China:

Professor HAN Chunli, Executive Director of the Integrated Research on Disaster Risk
(IRDR) program, and who before that served as Secretary of the UNESCQO’s Man and
the Biosphere (MAB) Programme and the Director of the Division of Ecological and
Earth Sciences of UNESCO;

Professor WANG Ding, Professor, Institute of Hydrobiology of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences in Wunhan, Hubei and General Secretary of China National Committee of
MAB;

Mr. FANG Qiang, Secretariat of the China National Committee for MAB;

(taking photograph and not shown) Dr. XIAN Yijie, Secretariat of the China National
Committee for MAB;

Representing the US:
Ms. Madison Lee, Student Intern, US Department of State, US Embassy Beijing;

Ms. Leah Groves, Student, Bowling Green High School and Western Kentucky
University (WKU);

Mr. Todd Hannah, ESTH Officer — Environment, US Embassy Beijing;

Dr. Chris Groves, University Distinguished Professor of Hydrogeology and Director of
the WKU Crawford Hydrology Laboratory and representing the US Biosphere Network
and the Mammoth Cave Biosphere Region;

Mr. Wei JIA (Kevin) Science Affairs Specialist, US Embassy Beijing;
Ms. Evelyn Dukes, Mahurin Honors College and Crawford Hydrology Lab, WKU.

The two-hour meeting started with introductions and presentations, starting with Groves
summarizing three decades of US/Chinese collaboration in UNESCO science and
conservation programs followed by a presentation by Dr. Xian summarizing the
structure and functions of the China MAB program, which was initiated in 1978.

The China MAB Secretariat is housed with the Chinese Academy of Science (CAS) and
has a mission to "make a balance between economic development and environmental
conservation, both of which are top missions of the country.” The Chair of the National
Committee is at the CAS, and there are four Vice-Chairs, one each within the Ministry of
Ecology and Environment and of Agricultural and Rural Affairs, along with the National
Forest and Grassland Administration and the UNESCO National Committee. Since



1979 34 properties have been inscribed.

One of the results of the China MAB is a strategic consulting function through which
"multi-sectoral and inter-disciplinary advice influences legislation and policy-making in
the area of nature conservation." There is also an excellent public communication effort,
producing a full-color, quarterly magazine Man and the Biosphere (Figure 2), and
producing several public television programs in collaboration with, and aired on, China
Central Television (CCTV). There is also a robust program of youth engagement, with
the Youth Scientist and Green Guard Awards, as well as the Youth Innovative Group
and Youth Talent Support programs. Through these initiatives, the research (and
UNESCO engagement) of young people are supported and encouraged.
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Figure 2. Quarterly issue of Man and the Biosphere.



The China MAB program also has a history and success with international
collaborations including several large past ecological initiatives with Germany and
Russia, other cooperation with European partners, and active participation in the East
Asian and Southeast Asian Biosphere networks. China was represented at the 29, 39,
and 4" World Biosphere Congresses (WCBN) and now has been selected to host the
5" WCBN in Hangzhou China in 2025. This will be large meeting, with 3,000-3,500
participants expected.

The presentations were followed by a chance for open discussions and the two groups
compared perspectives. Groves noted that although he has a deep interest in and
commitment to MAB at both the local (Mammoth Cave BR (MCBR)) and national (US
Biosphere Network (USBN)) perspectives, he clarified that he was primarily the
"messenger,"” representing the Steering Committee of the USBN and Superintendent
Barclay Trimble of the MCBR. Differences in the trajectory of the Chinese and US MAB
programs were apparent, and Groves explained that while the US is currently without a
formal MAB National Committee, following more than a decade of uneven relationships
between the US and UNESCO, the 28 biosphere reserves and leadership through the
USBN are clearly on a positive trajectory and seeking expanded opportunities to
engage internationally. This discussion was helped by the fact that Professor Han, as a
former MAB Secretary, noted that he well understood the nature of the US and
UNESCO interactions and where MAB fit into this.

Groves noted that under the circumstances there seemed to be much that the US team
could learn from China's MAB experiences and offered the USBN's clear desire to find
ways to collaborate with the Chinese program, and specifically with regard to
implementation of the Hangzhou Congress and the next ten-year Action Plan.

Before the group broke, Groves asked whether to move forward, we could organize a
Zoom call to introduce the US leadership and begin discussing the Congress and Action
Plan. Since the meeting Groves has learned that the leaders of both the Chinese and
US teams will be at the next ICC meeting in Morocco in July, 2024, so hopefully this will
be another opportunity to meet in person.

A particular point that Groves, on behalf of our friend Tom Gilbert, especially
appreciated was that at the end of Dr. Xian's presentation he noted that the California
Redwood tree planted by Richard Nixon in Hangzhou on his historic 1972 trip to China
was alive and well, and indeed showed a picture of the tree that had been taken by a
colleague in Hangzhou the day before (Figure 3).

He also shared the wonderful story that a song The California Redwood Tree had been
sung and made popular by the famous Chinese singer ZHU Fengbo. Information on the
tree can be found at <https://mp.weixin.qg.com/s/xn7ZKTPu7Cd57|LYGZ]hkQ> (note
English link at the site).



https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/xn7ZKTPu7Cd57jLYGZjhkQ
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Figure 3. (left) The redwood tree planted in 1972 by US President Richard Nixon at the Hangzhou
Botanical Garden, June 2024 photo by WANG Shufeng; (right) Ms. Zhu Fengbo. Hangzhou will be the site
of the 5" World Congress of Biosphere Reserves.

The English translation of the song goes:

On the bank of beautiful West Lake there is my redwood tree.
Your travels across the ocean from the other side, irrigating friendship with
drizzle and dew.
My redwood tree, my redwood tree, my redwood tree, you have brought the
deep affections of the American people and rooted yourself in the fertile soil of China.
Ah, may you thrive, my redwood tree of happiness.

In the vast great China there are thousands of redwood trees,

bathing in the sunshine, leafy and upright in the laughters.

My redwood tree, my redwood tree, my redwood tree, you symbolize the firm
friendship between China and US people, and you bridge a wide way.

Ah, may you be evergreen, my upstanding redwood tree.

May you be evergreen, my upstanding redwood tree.



